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nothing can be said to be absolutely exempt from modi-
fication and amendment by experience of its working.

The intellectual cosmos also neither has nor needs
fixed foundations whose fixity is an illusion. Like the
physical universe it is sustained by the correspondence
and interplay of its parts ; or, if we prefer it, floats freely
in a sea of the unknown, which now and again buffets it
with its waves, but across which the sciences have
established well-travelled routes of intellectual inter-
course.

The cosmos grows, as we have said, by experiment.
Such experiment may have been random at first (as
for methodological purposes we shall be prone to assume) ;
at all events it was vague, and its prescience of its issue
was probably obscure. In any case its direction is
ultimately determined not so much by its initial gropings
as by the needs of life and the desires which correspond
to those needs. Thus the logical structures of our mental
organisation are the product of psychological functions.1

It must next be admitted that when it is said that
the world is constructed by experiment, the conception
of experiment is taken very widely and in a way that
extends far beyond the conscious experiment of the
scientist who is fully aware of what he does and what he
wants, and precisely controls all the conditions. Of the
4 experimenting' which builds up the cosmos the scientific
experiment is only an extreme case which even now is
comparatively rarely realised. Most of the experimenting
that goes on is blind or very dimly prescient, semi-
conscious or quite unconscious. To what extent there
is consciousness of the experimenting depends of course
on the mental development of the beings engaged in it ;
for while in the lowest it is infinitesimal, the more intel-
ligent they become the more capable they are of taking
the experimenting into their own hands.

But from the experimenting itself there is no escape ;

1 In this aspect logic is related to psychology as morphology is to physiology.
A 'logical necessity,' therefore, always rests upon, issues from, and is discovered
by, a psychological need. Dr. Bosanquet adopts the comparison, but does not
work it out, in his Logic.